35<>   LIFE AND WORK IN BENARES AND KUMAON*
A returned missionary is often asked what are the
prospects of missions.    From careful and trustworthy
statistics we learn the number'of Christians is increasing
rapidly. ^It is right to observe that this increase has
come mainly from the non-Aryan tribes, and people of
low caste.   We have valuable converts from the higher
castes, but they are few.   When we leave statistics we
have recourse to irjjpression, and that impression depends
greatly on circumstances, and still more, perhaps, on the
temperament of the observer.     It is very difficult to
gauge public opinion.   When we think of all the in-
fluences at work, such as education, both primary and
more advanced, Christian literature, missionary effort in
many forms, railway travelling,.commerce, and a Govern-
ment bent on doing justice, we look forward with hope
to an awaking of the Hindu mind, under ^which it will
seek and embrace the highest good.
The obstacles to success are most formidable, so
formidable that, notwithstanding promising appearances,
we should despair if we were not assured that the work
is of God. The literature of our own country is
strengthening the opposition to us. The unbelief of
many educated natives, an unbelief springing both from
repugnance to the Gospel and from dread of the sacrifices
to which its acceptance would subject them, is fortified
by the perusal of sceptical books and periodicals. Years
ago I met a Bengalee far up in the mountains, who told
• me I need not speak to him about Christianity, for all
reasonable people in England were abandoning it In
proof he put into my hands a letter from Professor
Newman in answer to a letter he had sent to him. The
Professor counselled his correspondent to worship God as
his conscience and reason directed him, and to keep
apart from the Christian Church.

